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Bali
high-style
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ulgari's new resort

Suzanne Sng ;
VERYONE knows something about Ha-

fiore.
The Indonesian island — just 2% howrs

E

and a $H00 budget fhight away - s a popular tour-

ist playground, known as much for its rich cal-
are &3 for its laidback beach distractions.

But there is a side to the tropical paradise
which only a select few get to experience — the
imtemational jelsetier's ﬁ:a!i

‘The Bulgari Resort — opened last month by
the [talian company better known for ils
high-end jewellery —is the latest luxury accom-
modation there,

Being more of a budget-air traveller than in-
ternational jetsetier, I was rather anxious when
I'was invited 1o write about the opening. Would
I have to abandon my usual beach attire of
cheap and colourful bikinis in faveur of some-
thing branded with a big bogo?

Afver all, one night inits cheapest one-bed-
room ocean-view villa at USSL,100 (S51,740)
wiould wipe out'a big portion of my monthly sal-
ary. Obviously, this place is meant for someons
in a different income bracket from mine.

In fact, this is one of the most expensive, ex-
travagant and exclusive resorts on an island
which has more than 5,000 hotel rooms.

These range from surfer shacks on the beach
1o something like one of the Bulgari's 39 villas
perched on the edge of the Indian Ocean.

Of course, if you are one, of the rich and fa-
mous checking into. the resort = Hollywood ce-
lebritics have already made discreet advance
bookings - only the

a-night Bulgari villa
will do.

Thiz tops the USE4.400-
a villaat the secluded Co-
mo Shambhala Estate owned
by Singaporean hotelier Christi-
na Ong. i

li, even if he has never been there be-

With a ratio of

vator —gu.u 50 you ean do & spot of tanning on
the sand.

This s pampering you can serioushy ger used to.

Meedless to say, everything in the resort s
designed with the signature Bulgari style —
bold, contemporary Italian, lots of dark woods
and clean lines - but with a Balinese twist.

For instance, the luxurious bed linen is
topped with a traditional 1, which takes
four months o weave by hand. Every room al-
0 has Indonesian antiques adorning the space,
some 82 old as 400 yvears.

The target clientele is Asian, says Mr Franc-
esco Trapani, chief executive of the Bulgari

, whereas its first hotel in Milan caters to
Eumpr-am Bali is the second of seven planned
hotels in the jeweller's strategy to move into the
Tuxury-hotel bmlg:fﬁ, and ook three years to

“Asin, for us, is a very impor-
tant markel — 40 per cent of
our total sales come from Asia
- and we want 1o please our

hoBgh the Bzl
Even 1 1 ig bo:
such as the Rim,-&rl:m?lnmﬁ
- Continental and Four Seasons
iave already established them-

selves in Bali, he
lgar
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B [ JET (T e e e
]

[
|
§
I

PHOTOS: BULGAR], SUZANNE ShG

A TOAST TO STYLE (above): Enjoy a
tipple and a lovely sea view at the
rnﬁt bar, which is by the edgs of
a cliff,
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Is fitted with, among other things, a
Bang & Olufsen flat-screen TV.

WET AND WILD (left):
Prefer a quick
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Best of Bali

Bali has long been heralded as one of Asia’s most
stunning backdrops and has a long history of
providing visitors with the perfect holiday. With
the advent of Bulgari’s Balinese hideaway, the
istand is one of the best possible locations for

a romantic break. The Bulgari Resort’s unique
location, the blend of traditional Balinese style
with dramatic contemporary Italian design and the
stunning variety of services all add to a fantastic,
one-of-a-kind vacation.

“With its dramatic setting on a secluded platean
180 metres above the Indian Ocean dropping
straight to the sea, as well as its breathtaking
natural beauty that offers unrivalled views across
the vast expanse of the Indian Ocean which no
other areas could compare, the Bulgari Resort

offers a unique experience of glamour and
excellence in an exclusive and intimate setting”,
says Alejandro Helbling, General Manager,
Bulgari Hotels & Resorts, Bali. The resort
features a private beach, only accessible from
the property and pods of dolphing are often
seen from the shore.

Above: Enjoy a spa
treatment with unrivaled
ocean views at Bulgari
Resort, Bali. Left: The villas
at Bulgari Resort skilfully
fuse Balinise style with
dramatic contemporary
Italian design.

The resort is planning some culinary surprises
for Valentine’s Day, with Executive Chef Andrew
Skinner creating traditional Balinese dishes,
embued with his years of experience in the
kitchen. Exquisite, contemporary Italian cuisine
is also on offer and Helbling suggests guests
experience “a romantic dinner in their villa, in the
outside lounge area next to the plunge pool. With
outstanding views and sounds of the ocean as
background, a dining experience in the privacy
of the villa will ensure a Valentine’s Day that is a
memory of a lifetime.” @
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